Grammar

Past simple, past continuous, used to
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MO Past simple ™
statement negative question
[/you/he/she/it/we/they We/she/nt/we/lhey Did [/you/he/she/it/we/they
played ... did not {didn't) play ... play .7

! Use Example 2% Helpful hints

; Completed aclions | saw the new James Bond film yesterday. The past simple is often used

Repeated actions in the past

[ went to the theatre four times last month.

General truths about the past

Fifty years ago, people didn't spend as ]
much on entertainment as they co today.

Main events in a story

Josh pushed the door open and looked
inside the room. l

with the following words and
phrases:

« yesterday

« last week/summer/year/etc P
« in January/ 2001 /etc

» an hour/a week/a year age

]
Some verbs have iregular past simple forms. See page 182.
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PO Past continuous _f

| moment in the past

statement negative
I/he/she/il was playing ... \/he/she/it was not (wasn't) playing ...
You/we/they were playing ...  You/we/they were not (weren’t) playing ...
Use Example
Actions happening at a At nine o'clock last night, | was watching TV. l

| Tw0 actions in progress

i was readlng a book while you were doing—

‘ at the same time
Background inforralion
1 inastory

It was raining so Wendy decided to go to the

the washmg-up.
cinema. J

H

« When one action in the past happens in the middle of another, we use the past simple and the past
continuous together.
7 The phone rang while | was watching a DVD.
« We do not use the past continuous for regular or mpeated aclions in the past.
CINCRAEvEry-wEekaNd,

question
Was [/he/she/it playing?
Were you/we/they playing?

9 Helpful hints

The past continuous is often
used with the following words
and phrases:

« at that moment

« at one/two/elc o'clock

« while

!
\ X kastyear, |
!

1O used to )

‘ used to + bare infinitive
statement

! I/you/he/she/it/we/they
used to ...

negative
IAvous/he/she/it/we/they never used to ...

I/you/ne/she/it/we/they didn’t use to ..

question
Did Ifyoushe/she/it/we/they
useto .7

Example

Use
Distant past habits and states

When | was four, | used to eat ice cream every day.
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Unit 2 Grammar

(a]
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Complete using the correct past simple form of the verbs in the box. You may have
to use some negative forms,

.

icome-g;e_-go-have-kno:-make-sai-ta_l«e|

——

1 1got to the post office just before it Closed AN i tE 1ERERL
2 We invited Stephanie to the party, but she ...

3 Jack lost his job because he .. too many mlstakes

PO 1 5141 P —— that |l was Btll’s fauft but nobady said anything.
(301177, | PR et the keys from the kitchen table and ran out the doar.
6 1was bored, 50 MUM .ocoisicrecicirenenes. NE SOME MONEY to go shopping.

7 Do you remember the LmMe We ... to India on holiday?

8 It started raining, but ICKily | i 81 umbrella in my bag.

Look at the pictures and complete the sentences. Use the correct form of the
past simple.

last weel

___ yesterday

v‘p';:,\—l’-sa‘ .

1 | dont want to go and see the film because Tsaw it last Week oo o
R e T R Caur e T S—————
3 | know 2 lot about Paris because ... ,

4 1don't need to worry about my homework because

5 | haven't got a PlayStation any MOre DECAUSE ..o ;
6 MUM iS BNETY WIth ME DECAUSE ..ot s e 2

Complete using the correct past continuous form of the verbs in brackets.

1 Ted oooesees (plaY) s guitar at half past seven.
2 At midnight, | .. .. {sleep), but Jane ... R . (listen) to music.
3 Luke (stand) outside the bank when suddenly two robbers ran past him.
& | Know DOUE ...z _{work) late at the office because | saw him when
(s i amis (leave)
e R {have) a shower when the earthquake happened?
& Penny .. _____run) to catch the bus when she slipped and fell.
7 When you saw [ugene .......................... he o (gO) NOME?
8 Al midnight? Erm .. . [watch) 2 DVD, | think,

S
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Past simple, past continwous, used to Unit 2

@ Circle the correct word or phrase.

When we were in Canada, we went / were going skiing almost every day.

About four years ago, | decided / was deciding ta become a chef.

Georgia had / was having a shower when someone knocked at the door.

Holty and | ran from the house to the taxi because it rained / was raining heavily,

Two men argued / were arguing outside, so | went to see whal was happening.

Daniel called 7 was calling you at one o'clock yesterday, but you were here with me.

We ate / were eating breakfast when a letter came through the letter box.

As | walked past the window, | saw that Paula made / was making & cake.

| dreamt / was dreaming about my favourite band when the alarm clock went off.

While | practised / was practising the trumpel late fast night, a neighbour came 1o complain.

W o~ & W=
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@ Complete using the correct past simple or past continuous form of the verbs in
the box.

answer « be » contnue » get = go « have = open = practise » put
| fing » say « shine « sing = wake

Amber’s Big Match

One morning, Amber (1) ... .. up early. The sun (2) ... i dnd the ’
birds (3) ... R Amber (4) CTSLRIverRy excrted because it was the ‘
day of the b«g Aeris ratcD, . 1
BT o ) O ... downstairs and into the kitchen, where her father
{6)... breakfast
‘ ‘Mommg Amber Today’s the 1207 T L OO O ... Amber smiled nervously, ‘Don't worry!”
| he (8)..... R - You'll be fine.” ;
\ Amber {9) ... _ some toast into the toaster and (10 ........ccoocvrucvvciecircecnicscicanens the
fndge. Just as she (11) eemasieemnenieenines 18 DUTEE OUL, the phone {12) ... l
Her father {13) oo, it After @ fow minutes, he put the phone down. ‘
‘Bad news, I'm afraid. The other player (148) ... YESterday when she had an

| accident. The match is off.”
| Amber ate her toast slowfy. She was surprised she didn't feel disappointed.

D Complete using the correct form of used to. You may have to use some negative

forms.

1 When [ was YOUREEr, | ... .. eat pizza almost every day!

2 theres s Laniass be a supermarket on the corner?

3 Bradley isa teacher but he . want to be a train driver.

. ||ke catmg cabbage but now | love it!

- L Rick .................... have blond hair when he was a little boy?

6 TKNOW LY oo oo, COOK MLCh, but now | think she makes dinner every day.
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